A heparin-like anticoagulant as part of global abnormalities of plasma glycosaminoglycans in a patient with transitional cell carcinoma.
A patient is described in whom a circulating heparin-like anticoagulant developed during the terminal course of metastatic transitional cell carcinoma. The anticoagulant, which was identified as heparan sulfate, was the clinical sign of global abnormalities in the patient's plasma glycosaminoglycans. Subsequent analysis disclosed increased amounts of chondroitin sulfate as well as heparan sulfate. In addition, the charge density and molecular weight of the patient glycosaminoglycans and their organization into proteoglycans differed significantly from glycosaminoglycans isolated from normal plasma samples.